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hail of lead. It was all over in a few minutes. Even the
S.S. guards did not think of food any more,
The rest of the prisoners were kept busy for fourteen
hours burying their unfortunate comrades.
Similar scenes were enacted in many other concentration
camps in Germany as cold and blockade produced
drastic effects on prisoners and their young guards
alike.
Such events had their effect on the most apathetic
and hapless victims of Hitler. Even the inmates of the
concentration camps began to rebel. What was their
life worth? How long would they live anyway? What
worse could happen to them than the daily torture and
the final bullet in the end?
The Nazis themselves admitted a number of cases
in which revolt seethed in concentration camps. The
unexpected had happened: the prisoners hit back at their
tormentors.
Suicide squads who preferred death to a prolongation
of their sufferings sacrificed themselves to enable their
comrades to escape. The "Schwarzc Korps" describes
one of these incidents.
"On November 25, two prisoners in a concentration
camp, Franz Brocnncr and Anton Kropf, attacked an
S.S. guard and injured him severely.
"They tried to escape, but were recaptured after a
short time.
"Both prisoners were hanged inside the camp on
December 9."
That this is not an isolated instance is made clear when
the "Schwarze Korps" comments:
"May this news remind the German people that the
front against Germany's enemies is not restricted to the
West and the sea coast.